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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER -  13/14 May, 2023                          

 

Mass times for Sacred Heart, Northallerton and                       

SS Mary & Joseph, Aiskew 

   Sixth Sunday of Easter   -  Response to the Psalm                                                    

Cry our with joy to God all the earth                                                                        

The Gospel Acclamation                                                                            

Alleluia, alleluia !                                                                                                                     

Jesus said  :   “If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my                   

Father will love him, and we shall come to him.”                                                  

Alleluia !                                                                               

       Sunday Masses                                          

Saturday   6 pm      Northallerton                                                                            

Sunday    9.15am   Northallerton                                                                 

Sunday    11 am     Aiskew 

Mass intentions                                                                                                                                          

  Saturday   6pm.   Joe Brennan,   R.I.P.    

    Next weekend                                                                                       

Saturday    20 May     6pm.      Boguslan Zlotek,   R.I.P.      

May God bless you and your family,                                  

now and always.                                                            

Father Michael  and Deacon Paul          

All are very welcome to join                     

parishioners for tea/coffee              

after Sunday Mass.  

 

 

 

There is now a rota for May and June  in the 

church porch.  Please sign a.s.a.p. if you are 

able to help with preparation and serving. 

We are very grateful to all who make this      

valuable social occasion possible. 

For the first showings of the 

morning light                                             

and the emerging outline of the 

day                                                               

thanks be to you, O God. 

For earth’s colours drawn forth 

by the sun                                                        

its brilliance piercing clouds of 

darkness                                                                         

and shimmering through leaves 

and flowing waters                                      

thanks be to you. 

Show to me this day                                 

amidst life’s dark streaks of 

wrong and suffering                                

the light that endures in every 

person. 

Dispel the confusions that cling 

close to my soul                                          

that I may see with eyes washed 

by your grace                                              

that I may see myself and all               

people                                                       

with eyes cleansed by the                    

freshness of the new day’s light. 

              J Philip Newell                                                                        

“             “Celtic Benediction” 

Readings                                                                                                                                 

Acts 8 : 5-8, 14-17.      Psalm 65(66) : 1-7, 16, 20.     1 Peter 3 : 15-18.                                    

John 14 : 15-21  

          Prayer of the Church                        

   Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday,                               

     9.40am before the 10am Mass.                              

 All are welcome.                                                  

 Weekday Masses                         

Tuesday     10am.  Northallerton                                             

Friday       10 am.  Northallerton 

 Wednesday  6pm.   Aiskew.                   Vigil of the Ascension                                                  

 Thursday      10am.  Northallerton.       Ascension Day 
Advance notice                                                               

Retiring collection next weekend for                            

The Catholic Communications Network 

  

  
Please see page 2  for the            

nine children for whom                

information has been                             

received.                    

      EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS.                                                  

Your new rotas (June—Nov) are ready for 

collection from the table in the Sacred Heart 

porch.  Thank you for your commitment to 

this ministry. 



 

“I will not leave you orphans…”                             
John 14 : 18, in today’s Gospel. 

First, a scene from past history                                                                                 

“The scene is the courtyard of a prison.  The time is 

dawn.  A prisoner is led out to be shot ;  he is a priest 

who has been sentenced to death because he opposed 

the Portuguese policy of slavery in the country’s South                 

American colony.  He stands against an outer wall facing 

seven members of the firing squad, all of them his own                    

countrymen. 

Before  the officer ties the blindfold, he asks the              

prisoner for any traditional last request. The reply 

comes as a surprise :  the man about to die wants to 

play his flute for the last time. 

The firing squad  is stood at ease as they wait for 

the prisoner to play.  When he does, the prison                

compound is filled with music that sounds all the more 

beautiful in this strange place.  The officer is worried 

because the more the music plays, the more absurd his 

task appears to be.  He orders the prisoner to stop                  

playing, ties the blindfold and gives the order to fire.  

The prisoner dies instantly.  But the music lingers on to 

puzzle his executioners :  in the face of certain death, 

where does the music come from ?                                                                           

In today’s second reading,  the early Christian 

community is told that their conduct should be such 

that their persecutors will be put to shame  :  ‘Always 

have your answer ready for people who ask you the                

reason for the hope that you have….’.   Hope in the face 

of violent death is deeply puzzling to many people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coronation Hamper                                                           

The winning ticket was number 231  - John 

Lagan  - and a total of £76.60 was raised for 

“Help for Heroes”.                                                          

Many thanks to all who bought tickets and 

gave their support. 

 

What kind of hope is it  that enables those who suffer to 

play music in the face of death ?   In the death of the                    

martyr, the persecutor and the onlooker are always made 

to question, by the hope that sees through death. 

Hope is the virtue  that enables us to look to the             

future with confidence, but if you hope for peace, for              

example, your hope may need all the help it can get if it is 

to remain more than a simple wish.   Without help, hope 

may remain an orphan.   

So, in the Gospel ,  Jesus promises his followers the 

Spirit, the Advocate, who will be with them for ever.      

Without the Spirit, the followers of Jesus would be thrown 

back on their own resources, which are clearly inadequate, 

as shown when Jesus was arrested.  With the help of the 

Spirit, however, they can face the future with a power 

much larger than themselves. The reality of the Spirit is the 

basis of their hope.  Without that Spirit, there would be no 

music to puzzle the firing squad ! 

Finally, Jesus makes it clear that the Spirit he promises 

will be given to all those who love him and keep his                       

commandments.  The Spirit which will sustain those first 

disciples through persecution and martyrdom is the same 

Spirit which is given to all who follow Jesus.  That promise 

is extended to each of us in our own troubles and struggles 

in faith.  And that is why we are called on by the Church to 

pray again for a renewal in the Spirit as Pentecost draws 

closer.  With that Spirit in us, we can continue the ancient 

Christian practice of puzzling people with the hope that is 

in us.”                                                                                                                             

Fr Denis McBride  -  “Seasons of the Word” 

      We continue to pray for the                       

      Ukraine and for the many places          

      where people face war, poverty, 

persecution and injustice.                                                  

 Lord, bring healing to this broken world. 

First Communion  -  25 June, 9.15am                                    

Sacred Heart Church.                                    

Information has been received for 9 children  

Jack David Argyle                                                        

Nicola Balejko                                                                 

Emmanuel Joji                                                         

Etienne Jean-Michel Leyreloup                                     

Alex Nowak                                                                   

Annabel Elsa Pallikkara                                                 

Cody Ivan David Savage                                                     

Jacob Alexander Gabriel Savage                                        

Sophie Simmonds 

If anyone 

has been 

missed, 

please see 

Fr Michael      

as soon as  

possible. 

Lord, may I have the courage today, 

to live the life You mean me to live,                             

to postpone that dream no longer,                  

but to do at last what I came here for                         

and waste my heart on fear no more.     

 John O’Donohue  -  “Benedictus” 


