
BETHLEHEM FUND APPEAL

Many people forget that Bethlehem is a living community facing the challenges of everyday living.  In times of conflict or 
difficulty tourists and pilgrims do not visit. The economy suffers, unemployment rises and poverty increases.  Inevitably, 
the elderly suffer the most, especially women.  

Local Palestinian volunteers have established a registered charity to provide a day centre.  Women meet there for 
companionship, food and mutual support but there is no provision for elderly men at the moment.  The objective is to 
have facilities for all the elderly on a permanent basis.  This will have many benefits - an aim to have Hospice Care is a 
way off at the moment.

The success of the Appeal will enable the first necessary steps in providing permanent care and support for those 
alone, abandoned or without income. 

Please pray for the Fund's success, and in your generosity, support it in whatever way you can.

*************************************************************************************

PADRE PIO REHABILITATION CENTRE, AT AHOTOKURUM IN GHANA

A NEW BUS FUND

Monsignor Gerard has visited the Centre in Ghana which was established in the early 1980's as a partnership between 
the Daughters of Mary and Joseph, the Franciscans and the local community, to rehabilitate and reintegrate former 
Leprosy and Buruli Ulcer sufferers into their communities.  Today it provides practical support, with rehabilitation as the 
primary focus, for the marginalised, disabled and disadvantaged.  There are 3 units: St Elizabeth's Special Needs, St 
Joseph's Child Care Centre and St Clare's Residential Home for the elderly.

St Elizabeth's Special Needs is a safe, Christian Day Care and Family Support Centre for children and young adults 
with disabilities. Transporting children and adults to and from St Elizabeth's every day is where the bus is mostly
needed.  The bus is essential for the operation of the Padre Pio Centre.

St Joseph's Child Care Centre is a residential and part-time respite care home for up to 22 children and young adults 
and originally evolved when adolescent boys and girls were discharged from the Leprosy Hospital and because of the 
fear of stigmatisation and rejection by family and community they could not return home. 

St Clare's Residential Home is home to up to 20 elderly and physically disabled former leprosy sufferers who have 
loss of limbs, ulcers and blindness,  There is also outreach and day-care programmes for which transport is needed.  It 
offers a peaceful and serene environment for those who have suffered much through their lives treating them with love, 
care, dignity and respect. 

A NEW BUS FUND

Mark, a former pupil, is now the Chief Executive in charge at the Rehabilitation Centre. When he and others were asked
what project would be top of their list, they were clear that the replacement of the bus was their major need at present.

The bus is essential for the continued operation of the centre as it provides transport for all the children and adults who 
attend the day centre, as well as transporting many staff.  It is a lifeline for those in need of rehabilitation and special 
treatments offered and will benefit many of the families living in poverty in the surrounding villages.  The bus also helps 
outreach activities. The bus required costs £70,000.  They have £20,000 so a further £50,000 is needed.

Mark and Sister Sandra will visit the UK in September this year and will come to Middlesbrough.


